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Work hard. Enjoy learning. Achieve highly.  

 

News 
Welcome to our final newsletter of the academic year.   
It has certainly been busy over the last few weeks at Cowplain as, for 
example, we have finished GCSE exams; Year 10 have returned from 
work experience and have completed their exams; we have finished a 
number of very successful camps and trips; the Year 11 Prom was a 
great success; we held our first Awards Evening or ‘Oscars’ as we have 
called it etc.. etc.. Just the usual quiet time at The Cowplain School! I 
have enjoyed all the different events but I must single out the Explore! 
concert we held at The Kings Theatre. To see hundreds of children from 
local infant and primary schools taking part on the stage with our  
fantastic children was brilliant.  
 
Over the last few weeks we have welcomed back a number of our staff 
who have re-joined after maternity leave, in fact seven colleagues have 
had babies over the year and we offer our congratulations to all of 
them. Of course, at this time, we also have to say goodbye to some 
staff; Mrs Cornell is retiring whilst Mr Dyer-Ballard, Miss Andrews and 
Miss Hugue are moving to the North East, Cambridgeshire and Spain 
respectively. We also congratulate Mr Baker and Miss Olschner on  
promotion to Assistant Headteacher positions. Miss Marsh and Miss 
Roberts are moving away from mainstream secondary age teaching 
with moves to the primary sector and SEN teaching respectively whilst 
Miss Parnell takes up another PE post. We also wish good luck to Miss 
Reynolds and Mrs Wright as well as Miss Warren, who has been on a 
secondment to us, as she returns to her parent school. From our  
support staff, Mrs Sadler and Mrs Harrison are moving to pastures new 
and a very special mention and best wishes goes to two of our longest  
serving members of staff, Mrs Bremer and Mrs Ellis, who are retiring 
this year. Mrs Bremer has worked at Cowplain for 22 years whilst Mrs 
Ellis is retiring after 27 years. We thank them both for their combined 
near 50 years at Cowplain and the superb service they have given the 
school.  

 
We all know the difficulties with recruitment of teachers but I am very 
pleased to say that we have worked very hard to be fully staffed for  
September. I know all our new colleagues are very much looking  
forward to working with our children.  
 
As always I thank you for your support and wish you and your family a 
great summer. 
 
Mr IR Gates, Headteacher  
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Geography Residential 
Year 9 GCSE Geography students travelled 
to Dorset to undertake coastal fieldwork at  
Lulworth Cove, Durdle Door and Lyme 
Regis. It was a lovely sunny weekend and 
during their spare time the students took 
advantage of the wide range of outdoor  
activities at PGL Osmington Bay. 

“Thank you for making this trip so  
amazing and interesting for us. It has 

been by the far the best trip in my three 
years at Cowplain and I have learnt so 

much over the weekend. It has been the 
highlight of Year 9.”   

Sam Predeth, Year 9 student 

 

Year 8 and Year 9 Camps 
Our Year 8 and Year 9 Camps both took place in the summer term at Tile Barn in the New Forest.  

 

Hot 100 
Our HOT 100 event took place on Friday 14 July to reward the top 100 students from each year group 

for their consistent hard work and effort this term. Great fun was had by all! Congratulations! 
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Explore at the Kings Theatre 

Our collaborative event with local primary schools took place at the Kings Theatre in Southsea on 

Thursday 13 July. The show was hosted by Year 11 students Liv Belcher and Lewis Mitchell and saw 

over 200 students and pupils from The Cowplain School, Berewood Primary, Denmead Junior,  

Hambledon Primary, Hart Plain Infant, Padnell Infant and Padnell Junior Schools performing on stage. 
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Year 11 Prom 

The Year 11 Prom took place on Thursday 6 July at Old Thorns Manor at Liphook. It was a  

superb evening and a fantastic way to celebrate five successful years at The Cowplain School. We 

wish all our Year 11 students a wonderful summer and look forward to hearing about their progress  at 

college and in their future careers. Good luck! 


