
  

 

Work hard. Enjoy learning. Achieve highly.  

 

News 
 

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2017. I hope you had a great Christmas and I would like to wish a belated óHappy New Yearô 
to you and your family. 

School life is dictated by having three terms and we think of our new year as starting in September! So itôs good to reflect at the 
start of a calendar year, especially as we are getting towards halfway of the academic year, and think what opportunities and 
challenges we face as a school as we head into 2017.  

As Headteacher, I am looking forward to 2017 with real optimism as the school goes from strength to strength.  

We are in a good place in terms of having great teachers and co-educators who are working incredibly hard to secure fantastic 
outcomes for our young people, building on the best results the school has ever achieved last summer. We also are continuing 
to offer a huge range of opportunities for our young people in terms of 
curriculum, maintaining the breadth of subject choices to appeal to all our 
learners. Outside of everyday lessons, The Cowplain School still offers so 
much; for example, we fund 50% of the cost of music lessons;  
Mr Berrecloth has 30+ trips planned this year as part of our Able and  
Ambitious programme; children are going skiing; trips are running to a 
wide range of places both in this country and abroad; the shows and 
band performances continue to be superb etcéetcéetcé! 

I am also very pleased with the number of Year 6 parents that have  
chosen us as the secondary school for their child to attend in September 
2017. The provisional number of first choices, significantly increased over 
previous years, is testament to the improvement of the school and our 
excellent standing in the community. We are determined to maintain 
those opportunities for our young people so that everyone has the  
opportunity to óWork hard. Enjoy learning. Achieve highly.ô  

I have written before of the challenges we face and, of course, the new 
year brings those challenges as well as opportunities. I have also written 
before about how the reduction in school funding will affect all schools 
and, unfortunately, The Cowplain School is no different. We are going to 
see big reductions in our income which will make it a challenge to  
maintain the things we want to do. Recruitment of skilled teachers is also 
a major challenge; as a parent myself, I know that you should expect, for 
example, a great maths teacher to teach your child and we spend a lot of 
our time trying to recruit those teachers from an increasingly small pool of 
skilled staff.  

Those are problems for me and us as a school and I want to reassure 
you that we recognise them and are working hard to make sure that your 
child continues to enjoy a great education at The Cowplain School. 

I wish you all well and I look forward to continuing the excellent  
relationship with have with you as parents and members of the  
community during 2017, working together to secure the best education 
possible for your child. 

Mr IR Gates, Headteacher  

 

 

Spring 2017 

Kieran Ralph and Olivia Belcher, our 

Head Boy and Head Girl, represented  

The Cowplain School at the recent Police 

Commissioner Take Over Day.  

This was an opportunity for students to 

work with the police for the day, to run 

Waterlooville Police Station and go out on 

patrol.  

Kieran and Olivia really enjoyed the  

experience and learnt a lot about jobs and 

careers with the police. 
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Congratulations to Paige Curtis 

in Year 11 for receiving a  

certificate and special mention at 

the recent EBP Amazing People 

Awards. 

 

Paige attended the formal dinner 

following her participation in The 

Cowplain School and EBP  

Mentor Scheme; she received an 

award in recognition of her  

positivity and the progress made 

over the past year. 

Amazing People Awards 

Maths Puzzle 

Replace the letters below with digits 1 to 9 so that no two digits 
repeat and the values of the areas where the circles overlap are 
the sums of the overlapping circles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you solve this puzzle?  

 

The solution can be found later in the newsletter. 
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PiXL Edge 

Well done to the first five of our students to complete the PiXL 
Edge Challenge. They are now PiXL Edge Apprentices and 
received Amazon vouchers and certificates for their hard work 
and achievement. 

 

Congratulations to Alexia Mitchell, Abigail Wheatley, Stuart 
Oliver, Tilly Young and Lily Montgomery. 



Technology 

Some amazing food produced in Year 11 GCSE Catering. 
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Excellent work 

Year 9 Design and Technology: 

Sketch by Panos Ioannou. 

Two 
course 
French 
inspired 
menu 
created 
by Ella 
Shaw. 


